
 

The 

FRANKO 
RICHMOND 

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Franko Richmond was a world-class pianist, composer, teacher and performer who lived in Key West for 10 years before his 

untimely death in 2009. Franko began studying piano at age three, and was considered a child prodigy.  He grew up in 

Williamsport, Pennsylvania and he graduated from Lycoming College.  He went on to earn a masters degree in music from 

Penn State University and worked on his PhD at the University of Pittsburgh.  As a teenager, Franko performed in Carnegie 

Hall and studied at both Chautauqua Institute and Curtis Institute.   

 

Franko was the protégé of classical concert pianist Earl Wild and jazz legend Ahmed Jamal.  At the young age of 23, Franko 

was the guest soloist with the National Symphony Orchestra in Washington DC where he played “Rhapsody in Blue” under the 

baton conductor Anatol Dorati.  Franko’s piano lineage can be traced back to Franz Liszt.  He wrote music for three Broadway 

shows, a movie score, recorded 12 CDs and three concert DVDs.  In 1989, Franko and his producer/wife Gail Lima founded 

Earth, Emerge and See, a non-profit organization in the state of New York with the mission of teaching children music and art 

to raise awareness of the environment.  Through this project, they produced hundreds of stage performances of their theme song 

“The Time Has Come”, an original song that has been sung in more than 30 languages all over the planet.  Earth Day USA 

chose “The Time Has Come” as the theme for the 25th anniversary of Earth Day.  At the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit in 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 2000 homeless street children sang the song to world leaders at the opening ceremonies. 

 

The Franko Richmond Scholarship Fund at the Community Foundation of the Florida Keys has been established by Gail Lima 

to honor the memory of her husband Franko, his extraordinary musical gift that he shared with the world, his love of teaching 

and his life lived with passion, dignity and love.   

 

Scholarship Selection Criteria & Eligibility 
 

1. Must be pursuing a the study of music, preferably piano, composing, orchestra 
or musical theater.  (Voice, dance, acting or theater are not considered.) 

2. Min. GPA of 2.5 
3. Extracurricular activities in music, music studies, teaching music to others, participating                                 

in workshops and any awards for the like. 
4.  Attach Essay: 1-2 pages describing your love of music, inspirations or role models that                                            

have influenced you and why you deserve the scholarship. 
 

Preference will be given to any student that can also demonstrate 
an interest in the environment through clubs and community service 

(i.e. beach clean ups and recycling projects)   

 


